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University Lutheran Church & Student Center, Norman, OK 
 

 

 
 
 

 

What's this all about? 

A group of eleven men and women from three congregations, two different denominations and 
two different states will embark on June 8, 2005 on a construction mission build to Morogoro, 
Tanzania. Five people from University Lutheran Church in Norman, OK will be joined by three 
members of United Lutheran Church in Bella Vista, Arkansas and three members of Asbury 
Methodist Church in Tulsa on a two week effort to remodel the Junior Lutheran Seminary of 
Morogoro. In addition, we will have an opportunity to spend a couple of days in a village 
building a pole church and most importantly, an opportunity to meet and get to know fellow 
Christians in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania. 

 

How did this come about? 

For several years, the Asbury Methodist Church has sponsored medical and dental teams to 
do important work in the Morogoro region working with the Lutheran missionaries in this area.. 
This year they wanted to send their first construction team and were looking for someone to 
assist them. Tom Roach initiated a contact to Mary Ann Smith of the Asbury congregation and 
suggested that University Lutheran might be able to provide some leadership and help. From 
this initiative the mission trip was begun. 
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What will we do? 

The major efforts will be spent working on a dormitory for students of the Lutheran Seminary. 
This seminary is a school for Forms I-VI which covers the middle grades through the first year 
of college. The school has 380 residential students who are preparing for a wide variety of 
roles: church professionals, teachers, and other positions not necessarily church related. The 
role of seminaries is an important one in a poor, developing country such as Tanzania. We will 
be working on repairing, decorating and painting the many dormitory rooms that are in much 
need of renovation. We will also be staying in those rooms while the students are away for 
summer vacation. 

 

What can you do? 

First of all, you have already done so very, very much to bring this hope into reality. Each of 
the three participating congregations has been involved in fund raising efforts and the results 
have been beyond our fondest expectations. Counting all the contributions from all sources we 
will be able to bring approximately $14,000 to Morogoro to help with the construction 
remodeling and mission church building. Additionally, your prayers for our mission and for the 
safety and success of our trip are absolutely essential. We thank you for everything you have 
contributed and ask you to keep us in your prayers as the trip unfolds. 

 

What do we hope to accomplish? 

Of course, we hope to make some significant improvements on the facilities at the Lutheran 
Junior Seminary but of far greater importance will be the impact the experience could have on 
those of us who are going and on the congregations who are supporting us. We hope to form a 
bond either with the Seminary or with a congregation in Tanzania that will remain long after we 
have returned. We will be carrying pictures of many of you to share with our brothers and 
sisters there and we plan to bring back pictures, memories and contacts that will continue in 
the years ahead. 
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What else will we do while we are in Tanzania? 

The last 5 days of the 19 day trip will be an excellent opportunity for 9 members of the team. 
We will travel by bus for 8 or 9 hours from Morogoro to Arusha where we will stay and visit with 
Sally and Tom Roach for one evening and then leave on a 4 day safari into the fantastic 
animal preserve of the Serengeti. After the safari, we will take a shuttle across the border into 
Kenya and return home by way of Nairobi, Kenya. 

 

Do you wish to keep informed about the progress of the 
trip? 

Each day of our journey is listed below and we will attempt to e-mail the activities of each day 
for which we have Internet access. So, please check out this page for our adventures each 
day. We will be studying the Book of Acts for our devotions while on the trip. The chapters we 
will be covering are listed under each day and you are encouraged to join with us in reading 
these portions of Scripture to study the growth of the church and the missionary journeys of St. 
Paul. We would be sharing the same Scriptures separated only by miles but joined by faith. 

Also, there are some fantastic links listed below that provide excellent information about the 
Lutheran church in Tanzania as well as about the history, geography, culture and government. 
of Tanzania. The Yellow Pages of Tanzania are even included in case you wanted to order a 
pizza from Arusha! 

ENJOY! 

 

Travel Schedule, Daily Journal & Bible Study Guide: 

• Wednesday June 8 - Traveling, Chicago-London-Dar es Salaam - Acts, Chapter 1 

No report - Still in transit. 
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• Thursday June 9 - Traveling, Chicago-London- Dar es Salaam - Acts, Chapter 2  
 
"The Eagle has Landed" 
We are relaxing in Heathrow Airport in beautiful, sunny London after an excellent flight 
from Chicago. We arrived at 11:18 AM Thursday following a 7 hour flight. Our trip to 
Chicago was much more of an adventure for all three groups coming from 3 separate 
places. O’Hare was a mess due to weather and every flight was backed up for hours. 
The Tulsa crowd of Bo, Mike and Dwight made it after only a one hour delay and our 
Norman group sat on the tarmac in OKC for 3 1/2 hours before we finally took off. The 
Arkansas Travelers (Alice, Roger and Tony) cut it even closer by arriving at the gate just 
as it was boarding. 
 
We met a missionary headed for Entebbe who guided us through Chicago quickly to 
find the international terminal. We have about 7 hours to rest up for our next biggie flight 
to Dar which will be a 9 hour and 40 minute marathon. 
 
Stay tuned for our next installment. Everyone is in good spirits Cheers and blessings to 
all. 
 
The Morogoro Marauders 
 

• Friday June 10 - Morogoro, Lutheran Junior Seminary (LJS) - Acts, Chapter 3 
 
We arrived in Dar es Salaam at 10:15 AM, Friday, June 10th after a wonderfully smooth 
9 hour flight from London. It was the best long flight I’ve ever experienced with the 
seatbelt sign never being lit the entire trip. Would that our luggage had such a pleasant 
journey! The close connections in Chicago caused all the Arkansas group’s luggage to 
miss the flight. Also, in London, a half dozen of us were told our carry ons were too 
large for the old configured 767 and we checked those things at the gate, never to see 
them when we arrived in Dar. We have received many assurances that they should 
arrive soon. 
 
We were pleasantly surprised to be met at the plane by Herb Hafermann of Morogoro 
whom we expected to see and also Tom and Sally Roach who we were not expecting to 
see until next week. 
 
Several of us were taken on a roundabout tour of some of the village church sites where 
we will be working next week. The local helper has dug 11 holes each one a cubic 
meter in size that will hold the 8 X 10 poles for the church. Each of those holes will be 
filled by concrete that will be mixed with shovels on the ground and rebar structures will 
also be placed in the concrete. I thought about calling Dolese Concrete to see if they 
would deliver. 
 
This evening we had a wonderful meal and devotional sharing experience. Even without 
their luggage the team members are in wonderful spirits and they send their warmest 
greetings. 
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·  Friday June 10 - Morogoro, Lutheran Junior Seminary (LJS) - Acts, Chapter 3, 
(continued) 
 
Tomorrow some will rest and some of us will go on a very long ride to worship in a 
Massai village church with Pastor Herb. 
 
The weather is beautiful and the stars are as brilliant as I have ever seen. The Southern 
Cross was particularly sharp tonight. 
 
Day one in country and all is well. Blessings to each of you. 
 
The Team  
 

·  Saturday June 11 - Morogoro, Lutheran Junior Seminary (LJS) - Acts, Chapters 4 & 5 
 
I have absolutely NO idea how to 
describe the day's activities. Four 
of us started out in the Land 
Rover with Pastor Herb 
Hafermann at 8:30 this morning 
and we just returned at 9:30 this 
evenin g We drove for an hour, 
visited a completed pole church 
that will be a model of the two we 
are to build, picked up 6 
members of a church choir of an 
established Masaai church and 
then drove another hour to the 
site where we would hold today's 
worship service. An evangelist 
trained by Herb has been serving 
this group and meeting in a school but today would be special because Herb would be 
there and because about 15 members of the existing church would be on location to 
support the fledgling group. 
 
The worship site was the middle of a field under a tree about 12 miles from the last 
highway and was barely reachable by Land Rover. The evangelist who serves this small 
group usually rides a bike about 10 miles over steep terrain highway and another 7 
miles over rutted trails to serve the membership. 
 
The tree location was shared with a herd of about 150 beef cattle that are the livlihood 
of the Massai village. Herb spent a couple of hours registering 15 children and adults for 
baptism and a couple of people reclaimed for the church. All this while different groups 
of adults and chldren sang hymns and paraded and danced around the site. The 
women were wearing brilliant colored clothing typical of the Massai. 


