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Jesus said, "Let the little children 

come to me, and do not stop them; 

for it is to such as these that the 

kingdom of heaven belongs." 

 --Matthew 19:14 

 

Teaching our children the faith 

is one of the most important 

things we do as parents and as 

a church.  Children do not 

learn the faith by osmosis.  

They will not figure it out on 

their own without some guid-

ance.  Faith does not happen 

upon our children by chance.  

 

Teaching our children the faith 

is one of the most challenging 

things we do.  Our children are 

bombarded on every side with 

messages that would draw 

them away from the faith.  To-

day’s children are busy with a 

myriad of things.  Gone is the 

day when the youth group was 

the only thing for kids to do 

during the week, and Sunday 

School was the only thing de-

manding time on a Sunday 

morning.  Finding time for a 

group of adults to meet is diffi-

cult.  Finding a time for a 

group of kids to meet is almost 

impossible. 

 

Teaching our children the faith 

has  to  be  a  priority.    That  

 

 

priority begins at home.  A 

study done a few years ago 

demonstrated a high level of 

correlation between children 

remaining faithful and active in 

their faith and the level of faith 

activities in the home.  Chil-

dren need to see their parents, 

grandparents and other trusted 

adults praying, reading and re-

flecting on scripture, worship-

ping regularly, and talking 

about the faith.  Children need 

their parents to teach them the 

stories of faith (there are won-

derful bibles for children avail-

able along with DVDs, CDs 

and other resources). 

 

Teaching our children the faith 

requires a community of faith 

which nurtures and supports 

the faith of children.  That’s 

why we need to provide quality 

resources for our children to 

learn, grow and mature in the 

faith.  Good resources, good 

programs and good facilities 

are all essential elements in a 

ministry to children.  Children 

need to be included in the life 

of the community in as many 

different ways as possible even 

if that means having to deal 

with their noise, mess and silli-

ness once in a while.   

 

 

In a few weeks, we will be 

having one of the most im-

portant Annual Meetings in 

the history of our congrega-

tion.  At this meeting, we’re 

going to be asked to take 

some challenging steps as a 

congregation.  One of those 

steps is committing our-

selves to move forward in 

providing quality education 

space for our children.  I 

think that is vital to this con-

gregation’s ministry to chil-

dren and families.  While a 

new education space will not 

suddenly result in lots of 

kids showing up on our 

doorstep, it will give us a 

tool to use as we reach out to 

kids and families.  While the 

number of children in our 

congregation is small (but 

growing) this space will give 

us plenty of room to grow.   

 

Teaching the faith to our 

children is important.  Par-

ents need to make faith de-

velopment a priority, even as 

we work with parents to de-

velop programs and activi-

ties appropriate to our kids’ 

busy lives. 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Mike 

Centerpoint: Teaching the Children 



From the DCE 
 
This is usually the place for a 

“new beginnings” kind of writ-

ing. In my mind, have the “new 

beginning” of the year in the 

dead of winter always confused 

me, maybe it has to do with the 

solstice or something. This time 

of year, while busy, is when 

many people long for the 

sunlight, for growth and life and 

warmth. Now is when Seasonal 

Affective Disorder (SAD) is 

prominent and people are lethar-

gic, even surly. Despite our best 

efforts to hold onto our resolu-

tions and aspirations for the new 

year, life overwhelms us.  We 

keep to our established routines, 

our comfortable ruts. But not 

God. 

 

No, God never stays in a rut.  

Sure, we who are bound to the 

seasons and to commitments and 

to the demands of the everyday 

can feel trapped, boxed in by our 

own lives. How can you do 

something new when you barely 

have time to brush your teeth let 

alone read that groundbreaking 

new novel or catch your favorite 

show.  

 

 

 

People wish for more hours in a 

day so they can get more done 

when in truth we would still 

never have enough time for eve-

rything. But not God. 

 

God doesn’t run out of time.  

God doesn’t get overwhelmed 

with commitments. God doesn’t 

have a routine day. Even so, God 

in Christ Jesus knows where we 

come from. Not only did he cre-

ate us, he has lived as one of us. 

From birth to school to work to 

family to seasons to arguments to 

betrayal and even to death; he 

has done what we do.  Still, God 

has not been overwhelmed. That 

is a wonderful word of reassur-

ance.  God calls us back to him 

for conversation and for rest.  At 

worship, in prayer and in com-

munity we have the perseverance 

of God behind us all the way.  

We are overwhelmed. But not 

God. 
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If you have a submission for 

the Shalom, please e-mail them 

to shalom @ ulcsc.org.  For 

questions, comments or sugges-

tions, contact Heidi Somers. 

Note: I cannot acknowledge 

your email from the shalom 

address, as I cannot respond.  If 

you would like a confirmation 

for our submission, copy your 

email to hidela@aol.com.  Text 

in an email is just fine, or I can 

accept any Microsoft Office 

2003, or 2007 document, rich 

text or html. 

February 

Shalom Deadline: 

Jan 22 

Send submissions to 

shalom@ulcsc.org 

Pastor Michael K. Girlinghouse 

 Jan 17 Sunday School resumes 

 Feb 2 Education Committee, 730p  

 17 Ash Wednesday, 7p 

 27 Winter Jam 2010  

Youth Calendar 

. 
Regular Sunday School classes for all ages will resume on 
Sunday, January 17. 
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Annual Meeting 
This year’s Annual Meeting will 
be on Sunday, January 24 be-
ginning at 2 PM.  It is very im-
portant for all voting members 
to attend this year’s meeting!  
At the meeting, we will be de-
ciding how to move forward 
with our building renovation 
and remodeling plans, and ap-
prove a plan for a capital cam-
paign to make those plans pos-
sible.  These two resolutions 
will come before the congrega-
tion for action: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that proposed 
concept for the expansion and 
renovation of the University 
Lutheran Church and Student 
Center facility be approved.   
The   congregation   authorizes   

the Mission Advancement Plan-
ning Committee (MAPC) to move 
forward with the development of 
a building plan to bring these 
concepts to reality according to 
identified and available re-
sources.  The MAPC will present 
this plan to the congregation 
along with a proposed timeline 
for implementation no later than 
September of 2010. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that University 
Lutheran Church and Student 
Center retain the services of John 
Cross of Kairos and Associates, 
Inc. to direct the Capital Cam-
paign and resource development 
program and activities necessary 
to support the proposed building 
plan beginning in February of 
2010. 
 

Two question and answer ses-
sions are planned prior to the 
Annual Meeting.  The first will 
take place during the Adult 
Education hour on Sunday, 
January 17 from 10:00 – 11:45 
AM in the Student Center 
(Triplex).  The second will be 
held on Wednesday, January 
20th from 6:30 – 7:30 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Members of 
the MAPC and Capital Cam-
paign committee will be there 
to answer your questions. 

 
THANK YOU to 20 anony-

mous CHRISTMAS ANGELS for 
delivering gifts of comfort and 
joy to 28 ULCSC members each 
night from December 13 - 23. 
Your generous gift of time in 
this busy season brought joy 
and wonder to all!  



Worship Highlights 

Baptism of our Lord 
January 10 
 
Isaiah 43:1-7 
Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
Theme:  Through the waters of baptism you were claimed by the Spirit and 
made children of God.  What does that claim mean for the living of our 
lives? 
 
On this Sunday we will remember all those baptized at University Lutheran 
during the past year. 
 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
January 17 
 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 
 
Theme:  Jesus changes water into wine.  This is the first of his signs in the 
Gospel of John.  But a sign of what? 
 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 24 
 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21 
 
Theme: We have all been given gifts to use for ministry.  What is your gift?  
Where is God calling you to serve?  What excuses to you give for not an-
swering the call of God? 
 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 31 
 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 
 
Theme:  Jesus’ teachings can make us very uncomfortable.  What does Je-
sus say that we find challenging? 
 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 7 
 
Isaiah 6:1-13 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Luke 5:1-11 
 
Theme:  Jesus calls his first disciples from the shores of the sea of Galilee.  
What would cause you to risk everything and follow? 

WOW for January 
 
(WOW) starts off 2010 with a  
real gem!  January’s book is 
Have a Little Faith by Mitch 
Albom.  It is the true story of 
two men:  a pastor and a rabbi.  
They never meet each other, 
but their separate interactions 
with Mitch leads him on a jour-
ney back to faith.  This book 
will also lead you on a wonder-
ful, beautiful journey of your 
own.  WOW meets on Fridays 
at noon in the Fellowship Hall.  
Bring your lunch if you like.  Call 
Arlis Scott at 366-0704 or Mary 
Sue Schnell at 364-0677 with 
questions, comments, answers 
or opinions.  Books are avail-
able at Border’s for a 10% dis-
count.  Come and read with us! 
 
 

A CHRISTMAS LETTER 
from Pastor Sally and Tom 
Roach is posted on the bulletin 
board across from the office. 
 
 

2010 OFFERING  
ENVELOPES are available in 

the narthex.  Please pick yours 
up today!  Thanks. 
 
 

Adult Sunday School 
 

This winter, the Adult Sunday 
School class will be reading, 
discussing and studying the 
book of Romans.  Come take a 
new look at this book which 
was critical to Luther’s insights 
into God’s grace and the role of 
faith.  Adult Sunday School 
meets each Sunday from 10 – 
10:45 AM in the Student Center 
(Triplex).  Bring your breakfast 
or a cup of coffee and join the 
conversation. 



PRAYER LIST   
 
Members in need of prayer: 

 

Dave Alvis                Genia van Leursburg  Bruce Snyder Sr. 

Kirstin Schwandt       Tamara Swenson       Doug Gransberg 

Dorothy Iverson    Ingrid Robbins          Bev Turner 

Carolyn Fuerbringer  Linda Crawford        Jerry Black 

Lee Savage 

 

Friends and family members who are in need of prayer: 

 

James West                    Son of Len and Andy West 

Taiyoko Payton                      Friend of Doug and Gwen Gransberg 

Ari Williams                          Friend of Roger and Debbie Bain 

Anna White                           Mother of Richard White 

Lony Birkert                          Friend of Ingrid Robbins 

Hollianne O’Rear                   Friend of Carrie Atherton 

Wilma Eakins                       Aunt of Bob Metz 

Helga Martin                           Mother of Heidi Somers 

Betty Armstrong                    Mother of Jessica Gwinner 

Jim King                                Friend of Gary and Mary Sue Schnell 

Family of Stan McLaughlin    Friends of Donna Shaw 

Lyrisa McCoy                         Daughter of Debbie Nelson-McCoy 

Arlet Johnson                          Mother of Steve Johnson 

Nellie Michael                        Mary Sue Schnell’s aunt 

Jim Ault                                Friend of Duane and Jane Winegardner 

Travis Fast                             Grandson of Wilhelmine Folks 

Trish Parham                         Friend of Donna Shaw 

Vickie Lykins                      Friend of Dale Metz 

Betty Quinlan                         Sister of Dorothy Brinker 

Vera Hrabak                          Sister of Vivian Jacobson 

Bob Armbrust                       Brother of Jolene Kudrna 

Bruce Barber                         Brother of Cindy Sewell 

Linda Wallace                       Friend of Gary and Mary Sue Schnell 

Albert Metz                            Father of Bob Metz 

Rev. Ron Austin                   Friend of Bob Metz 

Alice Siefert                          Friend of Eva McGinnis 

Jeanette Wire                        Aunt of Rebekah and Sarah Swanson 

Julie Clay                              Friend of Donna Shaw 

Rachel Parsons                    Niece of Cindy Pullin 

Helen Schade                       Friend of Mary Jane Gastgeb 

Marti Hunnicutt                    Church secretary 

Lisa Leyn                              Friend of Julie Lawson 

Dorothy Schumacher             Friend of Cheryl Bredeson 

 
Also:  a reminder that the hospital does not notify the congregation when 

someone is hospitalized.  Please let us know if you are in the hospital so that 

Pastor Mike can visit.  Thanks. 

Those who serve in harm’s 

way, including those in the 

military:  Justin Smalley, 

Barry Roche, Tony Sey-

mour, Matthew Haddon, 

Owen Lasater, Pablo Marti-

nez, Michael Finch, Andy 

W o o m a v o v a ,  W e l b y 

Richardson, Anthony Mar-

tin, Jose Martinez, Billy 

Loving , and civilians doing 

relief work, including  Dr. 

Patrice White.  

  

Missionaries of the church, 

especially: 

David and Alicia Brondos in 

Mexico, Herb Hafermann 

and Josh and Sue Magyar in 

Tanzania. 

 

For all those who grieve 

the death of a loved one, 

the family of Dorothy Long-

est, grandmother of Sharlene 

Kleine, and Richard Rey-

nolds.  May the hope of 

Christ’s resurrection bring 

you comfort in your loss. 

  

Residents of the apartment 

we sponsor at East Main 

Place: Kerri and her chil-

dren Shelby (10), Jerry (9), 

Sierra (7), and Jessie (6). 

  

Pray for peace and an end 

to the wars in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan. 

  

We are happy to keep peo-

ple on the prayer list as long 

as they are in need of 

prayers!  However, if you 

know that someone has re-

covered from their illness 

we will rejoice in taking 

them off the list!  Please call 

or email the office! 

  

 



Fishers and Followers 
Disciples Pray 
 
ñLord, teach us to prayéò --Luke 11:1 

 

For most of us, prayer was one of the first 

faith practices we learned as children.   Our 

parents and others taught us simple prayers to 

be said at bedtime or mealtime.  Then we 

moved on to thanking God for our blessings, 

or asking God to watch over our families, and 

others who were important in our lives.  As 

we mature and grow, so do our prayers.   

 

Prayer is one of the most basic skills of 

Christian disciples.  Some have called prayer 

“the language of faith.”  Prayer is our ongo-

ing dialogue with God.  It is the way we stay 

focused on our calling as disciples, on our 

master’s teaching, and on our mission and 

ministry.  It is through prayer that we receive 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit and come to 

sense the presence, power and strength of 

God in our lives. 

 

Prayer (like most communication) is a skill 

that must be practiced and used in order for it 

to mature.  We can’t just start praying when 

times are tough.  That would be like trying to 

start training for the marathon the day before 

your first race. The more familiar we are 

communicating with God, the better we will 

become at discerning God’s will for our lives. 

 

Prayer takes many forms.  There are “free 

prayers” where you speak whatever comes to 

mind, and “set prayers” in which the words 

are provided.  Some find that meditation and 

silent prayer are powerful tools.  Others pre-

fer active forms of prayer like walking a 

Labyrinth or other “motion prayers”.   It 

doesn’t matter what style or form of prayer 

you use.  The important thing is to use prayer 

to cultivate an awareness of God in your life. 

 

Make time for prayer.  In time, you will find 

that those times become cherished moments 

filled with the power and the presence of 

your loving God. 

 

NEXT MONTH:  Worshipping 

Come, Let us Worship 
The Sermon 
 

And how are they to hear without someone to 

proclaim him?   --Romans 10:14 

 

The Sermon is the first of two focal points in 

the weekly service (the other being the sharing 

of Holy Communion).  Everything in the begin-

ning of the service builds to the reading of the 

Gospel and the proclamation of it in the Ser-

mon.  The sermon should be the place where 

the Good News in the lessons is brought into 

direct contact with our daily lives and how we 

live them as Christian disciples.  The sermon 

should balance both “law” and “gospel” – that 

is, it should both point to our need of Christ, 

and proclaim the grace and love of God which 

answers that need.  Sermons both challenge the 

complacent (law) and comfort the distressed 

(gospel).  Often, the same sermon will bring 

comfort to one and challenge to another de-

pending upon where they are in life. 

 

Each preacher has a different method for devel-

oping and writing his or her sermons. Pastor 

Mike begins by reading through the lessons for 

an entire season of the Church Year, identifying 

themes and ideas for the weeks ahead.   Then, 

each week,  he reads the appointed lessons 

daily allowing them to “percolate” through the 

events and activities of the week.  On Thursday, 

he spends time studying the texts and focusing 

his thoughts.  Saturday is writing day.  Finally, 

on Sunday morning, he finishes memorizing the 

sermon and preaches it.  Pastor Mike says “I 

always preach to myself first.”  That is, he al-

ways starts by asking what the texts are saying 

to him.   

 

People take different approaches to listening to 

sermons.  Some just sit and listen.  Others close 

their eyes and allow the words to sink in as they 

listen.  Still others take notes on the back of 

their bulletin, jotting down the key points and 

ideas.  However you listen, always ask yourself 

how the sermon and the texts speak to your life.  

Most of the time…  they will. 

 

 

NEXT MONTH:  The Creed 



SOUL 
Students Of University Lutheran 

 

SOUL will resume its weekly Tuesday meetings on Janu-

ary 19 at 6 PM.  All university students, and other young 

adults are invited to gather for a home cooked meal, bible 

study, prayer and fellowship. 
 

Need more information about SOUL?  Want to get email and 

Facebook reminders about upcoming events?  Email Campus 

Minister Kristin Reed at: kristin.h.reed-1@ou.edu 

Bible Readings for January 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooks Needed 
 

SOUL is looking for people 

willing to provide a home 

cooked meal for 12-15 hungry 

college students on Tuesday 

evenings starting January 19.   

Team up with someone else to 

provide the main meal and 

dessert.  SOUL provides bev-

erages, plates, and silverware.  

Sign-up on the SOUL board in 

the narthex.  Questions?  Call 

Gwen Gransberg at 573-2980.  

Thanks! 

January Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 

Sunday 1 Peter 1-3 Ecclesiastes 1-3 Psalms 1-4 Psalms 22-24 

Monday 1 Peter 4-5 Ecclesiastes 4-6 Psalms 5-8 Psalms 25-28 

Tuesday 2 Peter 1-3 Ecclesiastes 7-9 Psalm 9-12 Psalms 29-31 

Wednesday Esther 1-3 Ecclesiastes 10-12 Psalms 13-16 Psalms 32-34 

Thursday Esther 4-6 Songs 1-4 Psalms 17-18 Psalms 35-36 

Friday Esther 7-10 Songs 5-8 Psalms 19-21 Psalms 37-39 

Saturday Isaiah 43:1-7 
Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Isaiah 62:1-5 
1 Corinth 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 
  

Jeremiah 1:4-10 
1 Corinth 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 
  

Isaiah 6:1-13 
1 Corinth 15:1-11 
Luke 5:1-11 

January,    

    continued 

Week 5 

Sunday Psalms 40-43 

Monday Psalms 44-46 

Tuesday Psalms 47-49 

Wednesday Psalms 50-53 

Thursday Psalms 54-57 

Friday Psalms 58-60 

Saturday Exodus 34:29-35 
2 Corinth 3:12-4:2 
Luke 9:28-43 

FOOD AND SHELTER FOR FRIENDS:  
 
During this busy holiday season, let's con-

tinue to share our blessings with our home-

less neighbors.  They especially need warm 

clothing, including gloves, during this cool 

weather.  And, of course, the need continues 

for canned goods, breakfast foods, toilet-

ries.  You are invited to put contributions in 

the bins in the narthex. 






