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Centerpoint: The Twelve Days of Christmas

But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in
her heart. — Luke 2:19

Contrary to public opinion... I
love Christmas.

I seem to have gotten some-
thing of a reputation for being
a Christmas Scrooge and I'm
sorry for that. It’s true, I grum-
ble a lot this time of year. I am
not at all fond of what Christ-
mas has become: a consumer-
ist feeding frenzy focused on
giving family, friends,
neighbors and even complete
strangers a whole bunch of
stuff they neither need nor
want. A time when many get
stressed out and overwhelmed
by all the things they have to
do to create the “holiday spirit”
in their homes, among their
families and in their work-
places. A time when we try
hide the harsher realities of life
with glitter and tinsel and pre-
tend they’re not real.

But, for me, none of that is
Christmas.

Christmas, for me, is a quiet
night in Bethlehem where the
savior of the world was born in
a barn, to parents of meager
means for the sake of people
who live amidst the harsher
realities of life.

Christmas, for me, is the sim-
plicity of shepherds, the proc-
lamation of angels and the
wonder of Mary.

Christmas, for me, is about the
brutal anger of Herod, and pro-
tective power of God, about
the witness of elderly Anna
and Simeon in the Temple and
the visit of Magi from the East.

This is the story I love. This is
the story I treasure. A story
that often gets lost in the midst
of the hubbub of the season.
It’s the story that matters long
after the wrappings have been
thrown away, the greens have
been taken down and that
“perfect” gift has been rele-
gated to a closet in the back
room.

That’s why I am happy that, in
the church, Christmas doesn’t
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really start until December
24" By then, the rest of the
world has settled down, the
craziness of the “Holiday
Season” has passed and there
is more of a chance to focus
on the real meaning of this
holy time of year.

During the Twelve Days of
Christmas — the traditional
season of Christmas which
runs from December 25%
through January 6™ — there is
much more of a chance to
treasure the story of the man-
ger and to ponder the won-
derful news that the Savior
has come.

This year, I would invite you
to celebrate Christmas. Take
some time after the craziness
of the Holidays to consider
the story of Jesus’ birth and
what it means to proclaim
that he was born for you, for
me, and for the world.

A Merry and Blessed Christ-
mas to you and yours,

Peace,

Pastor Mike




From the DCE

Make Way!

Usually reserved for Palm Sun-
day Celebrations and made fa-
mous, at least in my mind, by the
musical Godspell , “Prepare ye
the way of the Lord!” seems sur-
prisingly appropriate for Advent
as well. We are always called to
prepare the world and ourselves
for the coming of Christ. In this
post-resurrection time we even
prepare for the second coming of
Christ at the end of time. Don’t
we?

Well, maybe not as well as we
should. Many people I talk to
feel unfulfilled by church. No
matter the faith, there are always
people that feel God has to be
more than a building, more than a
Sunday morning social club; and
they are right! We get caught in
the trap of doing the same thing
over and over or we get stuck
with the idea that we give as
much as we can afford, or as
much as is socially acceptable, of
our time, energy, resources,
skills. Unfortunately the accept-
able amount is the minimum you
can get away with. Now here is a
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broad generalization: the younger
the generation you come from the
less important the “church” is.

From what I’ve read, people con-
tinue to look for God as much as
ever, they are just expecting less
and less to find God in a
“church.”

We, however, know the truth.
God can be found in the ritual of
liturgical worship. God can be
found in Sunday School or break-
fast. God can found in guitar just
as well and in organ. God can be
found wherever you are, in what-
ever you are doing, and through
whomever you are with because
God came to us. If you look for
God, you will find him. God
came down to be with us, suffer
with us, love with us, laugh, cry
and sing with us so we can know
the way. Just as the star pointed
the way for the wise men,
Christ’s life, death and resurrec-
tion points the way down the
hard road for us, his lost but
loved children.

Make way for God to move in
your life.

Chris

Christmas Presence, 5:30—8:00 pm

27  No Sunday School

Jan 3

No Sunday School

5 Education Committee, 7:30 pm

Christmas Presence
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The Education Committee will once again be hosting an evening for
parents and friends to drop off your children to learn about Advent,
Christmas and all the history surrounding it. Supper will be served
at 530 followed by crafts, games, movies, and all the usual fun
things. Pick up will be at 8. If you plan to drop off kids or you have
friends that plan on dropping off kids, there will be a sign up sheet
out Dec 6.
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December
Shalom Deadline:
Dec 22
Send submissions to
shalom@ulcsc.org

If you have a submission for
the Shalom, please e-mail them
to shalom @ ulcsc.org. For
questions, comments or sugges-
tions, contact Heidi Somers.
Note: 1 cannot acknowledge
your email from the shalom
address, as I cannot respond. If
you would like a confirmation
for our submission, copy your
email to hsomers @ classic-
net.net or hidela@aol.com.
Text in an email is just fine, or
I can accept any Microsoft Of-
fice 2003, or 2007 document,
rich text or html.
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Return Service Requested

New Residents for
East Main Place

Congratulations to Denise, resi-
dent of the ULC apartment, for
successfully completing the
program at East Main Place.
Denise and her daughter, Liani,
have moved into their own
apartment and have a bright
future ahead of them.

On November 20-21st a group
of ULC members moved new
furnishings and supplies into
the apartment in preparation for
the arrival on November 23rd of
a new family. Since the new
family has five members it was
a challenge to have enough
space for that many people.
The new family is comprised of
a 28 year old mother, Kerri, and
her children, Shelby (10 year
old girl), Jerry (9 year old boy),
Sierra and Jessie (girls ages 7
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and 6). Keep them in your
prayers as they transition from
homelessness to a self sufficient
and productive life.

Thank you to all who stepped up
to help resupply the apartment in
just a couple of days especially:
Eilene Kleine and Paul Kleine,
Diane Harderson, Randa Shehab
and Steve Gunnels, Jane and
Duane Winegardner, Angela
Carr, Bev Chess, Mary Sue and
Gary Schnell, Cindy Pullin, Mary
Lee, Linda Isaacs and Donna
Shaw. A special continuing
thanks to Richard White for pro-
viding storage space.

The generosity of ULC members
never ceases to amaze me! Any-
one who would like to be on the
East Main Place Sub-committee
should contact Mary Sue Schnell
or Jane Winegardner, chair of the
Social Ministry Committee.
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Guatemalan
Handcrafts

Handcrafted items from Sharing
the Dream in Guatemala will be
on sale in the Fellowship Hall
next Sunday, December 13th,
along with other fair trade
items. These items are perfect
for Christmas gifts and stocking
stuffers! Also, check out the
alternative gifts catalog on the
counter in the entryway.

Christmas Caroling!

All who are interested in carol-
ing this year, please join us on
Sunday, December 20th at 6:00
at church. We will meet to get
maps and get organized. Bring
treats to eat and we will return
to church after caroling for re-
freshments.



December Birthdays

01 Zachariah Keith Alley, McAlester, OK 20 Arlis Scott, Aberdeen, SD
01 Bruce Snyder, Sr., Etters, PA 21 Ethan Abraham, OKC
01 T.J. Somers, Long Island, NY 25 Kathy Dunlop, El Paso, TX
02 Lon Ocker, Odessa, TX 26 Justin Heersink
04 Wilhelmine Folks, Norman, OK 28 ke Isaacs
05 Grace Klumpp, Norman, OK 30 Bill Johnston, Concord, MA
07 Trisdon Metseff
08 Diane Hardersen, Casper, WY 'D@CWLZ)@V A VW\A’/V@VW{/%K
09 Donna Reynolds, Highland Park, MI 10 Debbie & Alfred Downey, Norman, OK
10 Holly Lantagne, Brookings, SD 16 Randa Shehab & Steven Gunnels, Norman, OK
10 Michael Metseff 20 Sammie and Sam Olkinetzsky, OKC
17 Jane Abraham - Madelia, MN 27 Tom & Karen Hilger, Bluff Springs, 111
20 Cooper Lee Shehab Gunnels, Norman, OK 28 Meg & Fred Carr, Beverly, MA
20 LaVon Scanlan, Milwaukee, WI 28 Anthony & Emily Stoops
20 Fred Schmidt, Fairborn, Ohio 30 Russell & Mary Rhea
Statistics - October 2009 Worship Attendance WOW for DECEMBER
Sun 10/04/09 10/11/09 10/18/09 10/25/09 Average
8:30 69 75 72 82 74 WOW  will read “The Way We
11:00 94 ]2 ]7 101 91 Live Now,” by Anthony Trollope.
The novel suggests a society per-
2009 163 157 159 183 165 vaded by dishonesty in banking,
money schemes, and the way it
shapes relationships between men
Bible Study and women.

Monday, December 14th
7:00 p.m. at church
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Women
“To God’s Beloved: Lutheran
Paul’s Letter to the Romans”

Session : “Moved to a New Address”

Continuing our study of Romans, we’ll look at chapters 6 and 7,
where Paul writes about our “change of address”. We have
moved from the realm of sin, in which the law played a necessary
role, into a new realm, belonging to God through baptism. That
move changes everything and provides every benefit imaginable.
Let’s talk about it!

All women are cordially invited to bring a Bible and join in the
fellowship and good discussions. (Note the change of time to 7
p-m. and the date, earlier in the month to avoid the busy Christ-
mas week.)

The time of the book is the mid
1870’s, but it could have been
written yesterday! As Edna St.
Vincent Millay so aptly put it, “It
is not true that life is one damn
thing after another—-it’s the same
damn thing over and over.” Books
are available at Borders for a 10%
discount.

We meet Fridays at noon — bring
your lunch if you so desire. We
will not meet on Friday, Novem-
ber 27th, December 25th, nor
January 1, 2010. Call Arlis Scott
or Mary Sue Schnell with ques-
tions and/or comments. Please,
come read with us!



Readings for the Twelve

Days of Christmas

December 25:

December 26:

December 27:

December 28:

December 29:

December 30:

John 1:1-18

Luke 2:1-7

Luke 2: 8-14

Luke 2:15-20

Luke 2: 21-24

Luke 2:25-35

December 31: Luke 2:36-40
January 1: Matthew 1:18-25
January 2: Matthew 2:1-6
January 3: Matthew 2:7-12
January 4: Matthew 2:13-18
January 5: Matthew 2:19-23

Read each text in the morning when
you rise, or at bedtime or during a
break in your day. Think about the
story, what it means for your life, and
for the world in which we live. Re-
flect on how you can live out the
promise of Christmas in your life.
Finish by spending some time in
prayer.

Christmas at University Lutheran

Christmas Eve, December 24

5:00 PM Children’s Créche Service
7:00 PM Contemporary Candlelight Service
11:00 PM Traditional Candlelight Service

All three services will feature the singing of traditional Christ-
mas carols!

First Sunday of Christmas, December 27
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Colossians 3:12-17

Luke 2:41-52

Theme: On a family trip to Jerusalem, we get a glimpse of
Jesus’ childhood.

Second Sunday of Christmas, January 3
Jeremiah 31:7-14

Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:1-18

Theme: Jesus is the culmination of God’s plan for the world.

Guest Pastor: Rev. Dave Theis.

The Annual Lessons and Carols
services will be held NEXT Sun-
day, December 13th. The theme of
the early service will be Waiting
and Watching as we reflect on les-
sons and sing songs of praise re-
joicing in the Coming One. The
late service will feature traditional
Christmas carols sung by the con-
gregation and choir and a reading
of the Christmas story. Invite your
friends to come get into the spirit of
the season.

FOOD AND SHELTER FOR FRIENDS

Thank you for your continuing generosity toward our less fortu-
nate neighbors. FSFF is so appreciative of our donations to
help them feed the homeless of Norman. A hot balanced meal
is such a good way to share our blessings. FSFF also provides
case management, job coaching, life and job training sessions,
all with the aim of helping people become self sufficient.

At this time of the year another urgent need is for warm coats
and jackets and gloves, including those for small children as
well as adults. If you’d like a tax credit receipt, take them di-
rectly to the shelter. Otherwise, bring them to the bins in the
narthex, and we’ll take them over there.

Thanks again for your donations. Keep remembering to give a
gift to your Norman neighbors during this festive season.




PRAYER LIST

December 6, 2009 Please keep the following in your prayers:

Members in need of Prayer:

Dave Alvis Genia van Leursburg Bruce Snyder
Kirstin Schwandt Tamara Swenson Doug Gransberg
Rich Reynolds Dorothy Iverson Ingrid Robbins
Bev Turner Carolyn Fuerbringer Linda Crawford
Jerry Black

Friends and family members who are sick and recovering:

James West
Taiyoko Payton
Ari Williams
Anna White
Lony Birkert
Hollianne O’Rear
Wilma Eakins
Helga Martin
Betty Armstrong
Jim King

Family of Stan McLaughlin
Lyrisa McCoy
Arlet Johnson
Nellie Michael
Jim Ault

Travis Fast

Josh Kirchhoff
Trish Parham
Vickie Lykins
Tina Gibbons
Betty Quinlan
Vera Hrabak
Robert Grass
Bob Armbrust
Bruce Barber
Linda Wallace
Albert Metz

Rev. Ron Austin
Alice Siefert
Jeanette Wire
Julie Clay
Rachel Parsons
Dr. Patrice White
Helen Schade
Juanita Gransberg
Lisa Leyn

Son of Len and Andy West

Friend of Doug and Gwen Gransberg
Friend of Roger and Debbie Bain
Mother of Richard White

Friend of Ingrid Robbins

Friend of Carrie Atherton

Aunt of Bob Metz

Mother of Heidi Somers

Mother of Jessica Gwinner

Friend of Gary and Mary Sue Schnell
Friends of Donna Shaw

Daughter of Debbie Nelson-McCoy
Mother of Steve Johnson

Mary Sue Schnell’s aunt

Friend of Duane and Jane Winegardner
Grandson of Wilhelmine Folks
Friend of Cathy Cook

Friend of Donna Shaw

Friend of Dale Metz

Sister of Tamara Swenson

Sister of Dorothy Brinker

Sister of Vivian Jacobson

Friend of Randa Shehab

Brother of Jolene Kudrna

Brother of Cindy Sewell

Friend of Gary and Mary Sue Schnell
Father of Bob Metz

Friend of Bob Metz

Friend of Eva McGinnis

Aunt of Rebekah and Sarah Swanson
Friend of Donna Shaw

Niece of Cindy Pullin

Cousin of Cathy Cook

Friend of Mary Jane Gastgeb

Mother of Doug Gransberg

Friend of Cheryl Bredeson

Those in the military who
serve in harms way, in-
cluding:  Justin Smalley,
Barry Roche, Tony Sey-
mour, Matthew Haddon,
Owen Lasater, Annette
Messinger, Pablo Martinez,
Michael Finch, Andy
Woomavova, Welby
Richardson, Anthony Mar-
tin, Jose Martinez, and Billy
Loving.

Missionaries of the church,
especially:

David and Alicia Brondos,
in Mexico, and Herb Hafer-
mann and Pr. Josh and Sue
Magyar in Tanzania.

For all those who grieve
the death of a loved one:
the family of Paul Brinker,
and Wolfgang Hub, nephew
of Gretel Fischbeck. May
the hope of Christ’s resur-
rection bring you comfort in
your loss.

Pray for peace and an end to
the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Pray for the new residents in
our East Main Place apart-
ment: Kerri and her chil-
dren, Shelby (10), Jerry (9),
Sierra (7), and Jessie (6).

We are happy to keep peo-
ple on the prayer list as long
as they are in need of
prayers! However, if you
know that someone has re-
covered from their illness
we will rejoice in taking
them off the list! Please call
or email the office!



Fishers and Followers
Trusting the Master

"Whoever believes in me believes not in me
but in him who sent me.” -- John 12:44

Faith stands at the center of the life of the
Christian disciple. Faith is our first and most
important response to the grace and love
which is ours in Jesus Christ. But, what does
it mean to have “faith”? To have faith, as I
teach our confirmation students, is to put our
trust in something or someone we find wor-
thy of our trust. We put faith in all kinds of
things and in all sorts of people. However,
that faith is often disappointed. Why? Be-
cause people are sinful and things are imper-
fect.

But, Jesus is neither sinful nor imperfect. He,
like his heavenly Father, is completely trust-
worthy. The Bible is the witness to God’s
trustworthiness down through the ages, and to
the faithfulness of God’s Son. Repeatedly,
the story of scripture bears witness to the fact
that, though we often fail God, God never
fails us. Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is
the ultimate statement of God’s trustworthi-
ness. Not even death could prevent Jesus
from fulfilling his mission of declaring God’s
love and God’s reign in the world. Through
Jesus we learn that not even death can stop
God’s promises from coming to pass.

If what the Scriptures confess about Jesus is
true, then he truly deserves our trust. He de-
serves our faith. He deserves our absolute
loyalty. Is money, or power, or fame, or fam-
ily, or friendship or anything else in all crea-
tion more trustworthy? No. So why do we
trust them so much?

A disciple trusts his or her master. He or she
is willing to risk doing what the master asks,
living like the master lives, and following in
the way the master leads. As disciples of Je-
sus, we trust that he can show us the way to
abundant life... and he does.

Next month: Disciples Pray.

Come, Let us Worship
The Lessons

For the past several months, we have been
looking at the parts of our Lutheran worship
service. This month, we come to the center of
the service: the reading of God’s Word. Each
week, we read three lessons from the scriptures.
The first lesson comes either from the Old Tes-
tament or Acts. The second lesson comes from
one of the New Testament writings. A Gospel
lesson is read. The lessons can be highlighted
with music ranging from the singing of a
Psalm, canticle (a piece of scripture set to mu-
sic) or alleluia verse to a hymn, song or an-
them.

The lessons we read are not chosen by the pas-
tor or committee (as are the hymns or songs we
sing). They come from a schedule of readings
called a “lectionary”. The lectionary we use is
a three year cycle of readings that has its roots
in the early church. Each year focuses on one
of the three “Synoptic” Gospels: Matthew,
Mark and Luke. The Gospel of John is used on
special Sundays, and during festival seasons
(like Easter) in all three years. This year, we
are focusing on the Gospel of Luke. The other
lessons are then matched with the Gospel ac-
cording to common themes. Sometimes the
second lesson reads through one of the writings
in sections over several weeks.

The advantage of the Lectionary is that, during
the course of three years, we read from the
whole range of Biblical teaching (but, not the
whole Bible). It forces the preacher to listen to
the texts, rather than simply searching for les-
sons that fit his or her particular agenda or per-
spective.

One weakness of the Lectionary is that, often,
the short passages are divorced from their con-
text and can be hard to understand. Pastor
Mike introduces the lessons in order to provide
some context for the readings. As you listen to
the lessons each week, look for the common
themes and ideas that connect them to one an-
other.

Next month: The Sermon.



SOUL

Students Of University Lutheran

Community of faith

Community of service

SOUL Food

The last SOUL Food of the
semester (can you believe it?)
will be Sunday, December 13
immediately following the 11
AM worship service. Go out to
eat on SOUL. A great time for
fun and fellowship.

Finals Week Mid-
night Pancake Feed

Monday, December 14th at 11
pmto 1 am. A University Lu-
theran Tradition! All you can
eat pancakes and sausages over
the midnight hour. Perfect for
those up studying for finals.
Served by genuine OU Faculty
and staff (and others).

Need more information about
SOUL? Want to get email and
Facebook reminders about
upcoming events? Email
Campus Minister Kristin Reed
at: kristin.h.reed-1@ou.edu

OK Lutheran
Travelers

December Lights Trip on Satur-
day, Dec 12th. Join us for an
early afternoon departure. We
will head east to the Amish Coun-
try via coach for a mouth-
watering dinner. Then its off to
Muskogee for a tour of the Gar-
den of Lights in Honor Heights.
Over a million lights will be
shimmering throughout the trees,
shrubs, waterfalls and ponds.
Our last stop will be Rhema Bible
College in Broken Arrow. We
will walk among the light dis-
plays and see the largest Nativity
scene in Oklahoma. Contact Eva
McGinnis or Jane Scherdt for
details.

Bible Readings for December

December Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4
Sunday Ephesians 1-3 Titus Nehemiah 4-6 Zechariah 1-3
Monday Ephesians 4-6 Ezra 1-3 Nehemiah 7-8 Zechariah 4-6
Tuesday Colossians Ezra 4-6 Nehemiah 9-11 Zechariah 7-9
Wednesday 1 Timothy 1-3 Ezra 7-8 Nehemiah 12-13 Zechariah 10-14
Thursday 1 Timothy 4-6 Ezra 9-10 Joel Malachi
Friday 2 Timothy Nehemiah 1-3 Haggai Jonah
Saturday Zephaniah 3:14-20 Micah 5:2-5a 1 Samuel 2:18-26 Jeremiah 31:7-14
Philippians 4:4-7 Hebrews 10:5-10 Colossians 3:12-17 Ephesians 1:3-14
Luke 3:7-18 Luke 1:39-45 Luke 2:41-52 John 1:1-18
Week 5 Midnight Pancake Feed
Sunday Hebrews 1-3
T o " Workers are needed on Monday, Dec 14th
onday COTEWS - (see above) to serve our students. OU
Tuesday Hebrews 7-10 Faculty, staff and others are invited to join
\ . e
Wednesday Hebrews 1113 the fun! We will have two shlft's. 10
pm—12 am, and 12 am—1 am. Sign up
Thursday James 1-3 in the Narthex!
Friday James 4-5
Saturday Isaiah 43:1-7
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-22










